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Civic and Educational Partners Host Supreme Court Candidate Debate 

Goal: Educate and Inform Citizens about the Candidates Running for the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, Encourage Active Participation

PHILADELPHIA (October 22, 2009) – Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts (PMC), the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania (LWVPA) and the Student Bar Association of the Temple University Beasley School of Law and two of its constituent groups, the Temple Law Democrats and the Temple Law Republicans (Temple SBA) today sponsored a debate between the two candidates running for the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in the November 3rd election – Democrat Jack Panella and Republican Joan Orie Melvin.  

The debate was introduced by Temple University Beasley School of Law Dean JoAnne A. Epps and Temple SBA president Dan Tyman, and moderated by PMC Executive Director Lynn A. Marks. The candidates were questioned by panelists Olivia Thorne, president of LWVPA; Shira Goodman, Associate Director of PMC; and Temple Law students Charles Fitzpatrick, president of Temple Law Republicans, and Vanessa McGrath, president of Temple Law Democrats.  The candidates also took questions from Temple Law students in the audience.
Traditionally, turn-out for judicial elections has been low, and it has been difficult to focus media and public attention on these elections.  Despite this, the decisions voters make in these elections are vitally important.  As Marks explained, “The judiciary is the least understood branch of our government, yet it exerts tremendous influence over our lives.  Although PMC supports changing the way we select appellate court judges, as long as Pennsylvania continues to elect judges, we will work to provide opportunities for the public to learn about the candidates.”  

LWVPA President Thorne agreed that programs such as this provide a critical service to the public. “Historically, judicial elections in Pennsylvania have not generated as much media coverage or citizen participation as elections for representative office, such as governor, senator, or representative,” said Thorne.  “Voters have expressed the need for more information to help them make informed choices at the polls and this debate will fulfill that need.”  

The partnership of the LWVPA, PMC and Temple SBA brought together three entities focused on education and offered an excellent opportunity for the student population, the local community, and through media coverage broadcast on the Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN), all Pennsylvanians to learn about the candidates in advance of the election. The broadcast schedule on PCN includes the following airtimes: Sunday, Oct. 25 at 4:00 pm; Monday, Oct. 26 at 10:00 pm; Thursday, Oct. 29 at 10:00 pm; Sunday, Nov. 1 at 3:00 pm; and Monday, Nov. 2 at 4:00 pm.
"We are delighted that our student organizations hosted this important debate," said Temple Law Dean Epps.  “Temple Law students are engaged and active in their communities, and recognize the importance of exercising the right to vote and insuring that the administration of justice in the Commonwealth is fair and impartial."

Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts is a statewide, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization working to promote the reform of Pennsylvania’s judicial system.  www.pmconline.org.

The League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania is the organization where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement.  www.palwv.org
The Temple University Beasley School of Law Student Bar Association, which includes all law students as members, acts as the students' representative in the law school administration. In addition, the SBA is the umbrella organization that oversees the many student groups that flourish at Temple’s Beasley School of Law. 215-204-7861.
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