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PMC Tells Pennsylvania To Pay Close Attention to U.S. Supreme Court’s Campaign Contribution Case
Philadelphia – On March 3rd, the U.S. Supreme Court will hear Caperton v. Massey, an important case addressing whether judges must recuse from cases involving major campaign contributors.  Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts (PMC) – a statewide nonpartisan court reform organization --  urges Pennsylvania to watch this West Virginia case closely.
PMC filed an amicus brief with 27 national, state and local reform groups urging the Court to require recusal in certain cases.  PMC Executive Director Lynn A. Marks explained why this case is so important: “Pennsylvania elects all judges in partisan elections and has seen first hand the steadily increasing influence of money in judicial elections.  Coupled with that has been the decreasing public confidence in the impartiality of our courts.  The more money that comes in, the less confidence people have.”  
A recent USA Today/Gallup poll showed that 89% of respondents were worried about the effect of campaign donations on judges’ decisions.  In addition, a survey conducted for the Justice At Stake Campaign found that 81% of respondents believe that judges should not be making their own decisions about recusing in such cases but instead should abide by the decision of another judge.  Marks reacted: “These numbers are staggering.  This level of concern is troubling and action must be taken to restore public confidence.”  
The amicus brief discusses efforts to address this crisis of confidence in the courts and improve the judicial selection process. Merit Selection was one of the reforms highlighted.  PMC advocates for a Merit Selection system for Pennsylvania’s three statewide appellate courts to address the problem of money in judicial elections, ensure that the most qualified candidates reach the bench, and achieve an appellate bench reflecting the diversity of Pennsylvania.
PMC Associate Director Shira Goodman offered this assessment, “Money in the judicial selection process has led the public to believe that the scales of justice are out of whack.  This is unacceptable.  A strong decision by the Supreme Court requiring recusal in at least some cases will help rebalance the scales.”
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts is a statewide nonprofit, nonpartisan organization founded to improve and strengthen the justice system in Pennsylvania by reforming the judicial selection process; improving court administration, court financing and the jury system; eliminating bias; and assisting citizens in navigating the courts and the justice system, whether as litigants, jurors, or witnesses. Our mission is to ensure that Pennsylvania has fair and impartial courts that serve all Pennsylvanians.  http://www.pmconline.org
 

